REGILDING THE CRESCENT
Constitution and convened a Parliament, practi-
cally at the point of the sword. At the first
opportunity, however, he suspended the one and
prorogued the other sine die. There are broad-
minded Turks who concede that the nation was
not then ripe for constitutional government, and
that the great reformer, Midhat Pacha, lived
before his time. There are foreign residents in
Constantinople who declare that, even to-day,
the temperament of the Ottoman nation is not
adapted to "government of the people, by the
people, for the people," but the developments of
the past twelvemonth, though not altogether
reassuring, cannot be said to compel so pessi-
mistic a view.
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The career of the first two Parliaments of
Abd-ul-Hamid was brief, but not lacking in
interest, if only because they furnished a useful
precedent of the possibility of Mohammedans,
Christians, and Jews working in unison for the
public good. In those days, the burning ques-
tions were three: the relations with Montenegro,
the law of the vilayets, and the adoption of the
Turkish language by all Ottoman races. The
last alone remains in the front rank of present-
day problems, and we have not heard the last of
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